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THE OLDIES GROUP
our seniors have spring in their steps! 

Many DSC supporters have not had the opportunity to visit the Farm 
and so you are unacquainted with the very special mini herd of 

donkeys  whom we have affectionately named, “the Oldies”.   These are our 
senior donkeys, those over thirty years of age, who, by choice, pass most 
of their time in the main barnyard.  These gentle creatures have qualities 
of stillness and patience that make them particular favourites with staff, 
volunteers and visitors alike.  

Gordon: Born in 1975, 
Gordon is a tall Standard with 
a speckled, pale gray coat.  He 
is very much a people-donkey 
who relishes attention, in 
particular from Helia, one of 
our volunteers.  One of his 
particular skills is to be able 
to open most any gate and 
we have learned the hard way 
that several have to be latched 
and tied if we want to keep  
them closed!

Summer: This beautiful, dark gray donkey has the most wonderful eyes 
with black lines underneath that look very much like extensive false 
eyelashes.  Summer was born in 1970 and she is full of energy.  Oftentimes, 
she indicates that she wants to mingle amongst the main herd and she 
copes very well with the very active young geldings.  We can always count 
on Summer to stand most patiently and enjoy to be brushed by even the 
smallest child.

Windy: Born in 1968, Windy is surprisingly energetic and curious. She has 
a dark brown coat and lovely large ears that sink to half-mast whenever she 
is resting in her favourite place under one of the pine trees in the barnyard.  
In spite of her age, however, Windy likes to wander around.  At this time of 
year, when the second cut of hay has been put into the barn, the donkeys 
can go out to the hayfield to graze.  Windy is particularly satisfied with 
this opportunity since she can roam around the 25 acres at her own pace 
and in her own world.

Arizona: Of the group of oldies, Arizona, at 47, is the eldest.  In appearance, 
she closely resembles Windy and if it were not for the white brand on the 

• �More than 76% of Canadians support changing the law so that animal 
cruelty crimes are no longer treated as property crimes. It is important 
that animals be protected because they can suffer and not just because 
someone owns them.

When the Members gather to sit in the new session 
of Parliament, they must understand that the need 
for animal cruelty legislation reform is urgent.  
They need to be made aware of the content of Bill 
C-373 that had been tabled in the last Parliament 
but was not considered before the Session was 
ended to make way for the federal election. We 
ask you to take a few minutes and telephone or 
write to your MP expressing your support for these 
changes.  To contact a Member of Parliament call 
the information service at 1-866-599-4999 or go to 
www.webinfo.parl.gc.ca .

A SAMPLE LETTER

Date

Dear _____________:

	 In the last Parliament Bill C-373, a Private Members Bill was tabled 
in the House but the Session was curtailed due to the federal election.  
This Bill contains much-needed Amendments to the Criminal Code, 
Crimes Against Animals section.  Essentially, it affords animals protection 
as sentient beings that can suffer, rather than as property the way the 
current Code does.  In addition, it allows for tougher sentences, including 
unlimited fines, longer jail terms and lifetime bans on animal ownership.  
These changes have received the support of 76% of Canadians, including 
those who hunt and fish.

	 I hope that you will support enthusiastically the reintroduction of 
this Bill and that you will encourage your colleagues to call for a speedy 
resolution of the process.

	 I would appreciate an indication of your position in this matter.

Sincerely,

(signature)

Name__________________		 Address:_____________________

Continued on Page 8

Arizona, Summer, Windy and Gordon

Before being brought 
to the Sanctuary, Anu, 
a pregnant, Standard 
donkey, was forced to 
hobble painfully and 
suffer needlessly due 
to outright neglect.  
Better animal cruelty 
legislation could help to 
prevent such cruel and 
careless treatment.

Continued from Page 9, Animal Cruelty Legislation
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right side of Arizona’s neck, it would be difficult to tell them apart.  After 
only four months in residence here at the DSC, we are amazed at Arizona’s 
level of contentment.  From the first, she responded enthusiastically to 
visitors’ attentions on Open Days as well as to our student groups.  At the 
same time, when it comes to interactions with the other donkeys,  
Arizona knows her mind.  When she wants something she can be  
very assertive! 

dSC Foster farm program 
Experts discover that mules are more 
intelligent than horses and donkeys 

Here at the DSC, our mules live together in a closely-knit herd.  Working 
with them over the years has demonstrated to us time and again their 

cleverness and insatiable curiosity.  They learn very quickly, are bored very 
easily, and they never, never forget.  Recently, the news arrived of a study 
carried on at The Donkey Sanctuary in Sidmouth, England, confirming 
what we have long considered: that mules are more intelligent in cognitive 
areas than are horses and donkeys.

Dr Britta Osthaus from Canterbury 
Christ Church University, Leanne 
Proops from the University 
of Sussex in Brighton and Dr 
Faith Burden from The Donkey 
Sanctuary in Sidmouth tested the 
learning skills of horses, donkeys 
and mules in a bid to assess their 
cognitive abilities. They found 
that mules, which are hybrids of 
male donkeys and female horses, 
are smarter than either of their 
parent species.

Dr Osthaus, who works in Psychology at Canterbury Christ Church 
University, explained: “The aim of the study was to establish whether mules 
have different cognitive abilities from donkeys and horses. Throughout 
history, mules were bred because they combined the best of the physical 
abilities of donkeys and horses. However, up until now, little was known 
about the cognitive abilities of horses, donkeys and mules.”

The researchers tested six horses, six donkeys and six mules owned by The 
Donkey Sanctuary in Devon.  Each animal was shown sets of two food 
buckets, each marked with a different symbol. In order to gain access to 
the food, the animals had to pick the correct bucket. The mules learned to 
discriminate between more pairs of symbols than the horses or donkeys, 
and did so more consistently.

Dr Faith Burden, from The Donkey Sanctuary, says: “It has long been 
known that mules exhibit a trait known as hybrid vigour where the best 
genes of the parents ‘mix and match’ to produce hybrids with superior 
traits. This can lead to mules exhibiting the sure-footedness, stamina 
andstoical nature of a donkey combined with the vigour, strength and 
size of a horse; this is the first study to show that hybrid vigour is able 
to improve their thinking and learning abilities too. The mule truly is 
a fantastic example of hybrid vigor and, with sensitive handling and 
training, can be an excellent working animal.”

Dr Osthaus, a Lecturer in Psychology, said: “The mules’ performance was 
significantly better than that of either of the parent species and got faster 
over a period of time. Hopefully our findings will ensure that people 
change their attitudes towards mules, which frequently have a bad 
reputation because they often are mentally under-stimulated and therefore 
might turn against humans or become destructive. This study provides the 
first empirical evidence that the improved characteristics of mules may be 
extended from physical attributes to cognitive function.” 

ANIMAL CRUELTY LEGISLATION
We Continue to Strive for Reform 

In the last Parliament, Bill S-203 was passed.  This partial attempt to bring 
much needed reforms to the federal Criminal Code: Crimes Against 

Animals Section, increased, in a moderate manner, the penalties for 
animal cruelty in Canada.  Our animal cruelty laws were written in the 
Victorian days of 1892, however, and they continue to be full of loopholes 
that prevent heinous cases of animal abuse from being prosecuted.

Canadians want substantive changes to be made to animal cruelty 
legislation:

�• �More than 85% of Canadians want wild or stray animals protected 
from cruelty.  The response is virtually the same from all regions of 
the country, from urban and rural areas and from those who hunt  
and fish.
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