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Checklist of Recommendations

Donkey Care
☐ Dry paddock, good drainage

☐ Access to a dry lot space (no grass)

☐ Provide a four-sided insulated shelter (minimum of 10’ x 10’ size for two donkeys)

☐ Install heat lamps to maintain a minimum temperature of 6˚ C

☐ Set aside time daily to perform hoof cleaning, grooming and bonding with your donkeys

Nutritional Needs
☐ Avoid foods high in sugar (apples and carrots)

☐ Provide straw (oat, barley or wheat)

☐ Feed first-cut grass hay such as timothy (avoid alfalfa and clover)

☐ Have a reliable source of water for every season—in the cold seasons it may require heating to 
      prevent freezing

☐ Ensure paddocks are free of toxic trees such as Red Maple or Black Walnut

Veterinarian & Farrier Care
☐ Consult a vet and farrier to better understand financial expectations

☐ Provide farrier care every 6-10 weeks

☐ Annual vaccines: rabies + tetanus + EEE, WEE + West Nule Virus + region-specific vaccines

☐ Bi-annual parasite analysis, followed by deworming as required in spring and fall

☐ Annual dental exams to watch for sharp, painful points and loose teeth

Stay curious and connected—reach out to the Donkey Sanctuary of Canada with any questions or 
concerns as they arise.


